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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 
Display conditions: 
Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine Lesbian Love 45 is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The classification is due to the extent and degree to which Lesbian Love 45 degrades, 
dehumanises and demeans its women models. The magazine contains several 
depictions of sexual conduct of a degrading, dehumanising or demeaning nature, 
including photographs where groups of women are artificially posed in order to display 
several sets of genitalia to the camera. A number of other photographs use close-up 
focus to show women's labia splayed in a contrived and intrusive manner. The 
tendency to present women as objects for sexual use is intensified by text which 
continually portrays them as avid for sex and by a number of photographs where 
women gaze at the camera and appear to be offering themselves directly to the 
reader. 

In balancing the competing considerations of the issues raised under s3 of the Films, 
Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993, and si 4 of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act), the Classification Office is of the opinion that the extent 
and degree of degrading, dehumanising and demeaning material depicted in Lesbian 
Love 45 renders the availability of the publication likely to be injurious to the public 
good. The classification of objectionable is therefore considered a reasonable and 
justified limitation on freedom of expression as set out in si4 of the NZBR Act. 
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